
From The Director 
     In my opinion, fall se-
mester is probably the best 
time for international stu-
dents to study at Hope.  
Beginning the academic 
year with the new incoming 
students helps international 
students to feel included 
right away.  The weather is 
still warm enough to visit 
all the beautiful beaches 
surrounding Fullerton.  
There is the opportunity to 
wear costumes on Hallow-
een and serve the commu-
nity at Happy House.  In-
ternational students can 
experience American family 
life as they accept invita-
tions to visit American 
friendsô homes during 
Thanksgiving break.  The 
Christmas season portrays 
the magnificence of the 
holiday for American 
Christians.  And if it hap-
pens to be the presidential 
election year, students may 

experience the excitement 
of the US political system 
at work.   

     I witness the vast 
amount of learning interna-
tional students acquire just 
by physically being here.  
Without opening a book or 
doing an assignment, the 
education from living in 
another culture is priceless.  
As some international stu-
dents prepare to go back to 
their country and others 
take a break in a few weeks, 
I would encourage everyone 
to look at how much ex-
perience and knowledge 
that was acquired so far.  
When international stu-
dents are back home and 
no one seems to recognize 
their improved English 
abilities or new outlook on 
life, discouraging feelings 
may arise.  Those returning 
to Hope next semester may 
find that the newness of 

American culture has worn 
off, relationships do not 
seem to grow deeper and 
academic improvement 
does not come as quickly 
anymore.  Remember that 
being here was and is a 
great privilege many people 
do not get to experience.  
Sharing your thoughts with 
someone is important in 
reflecting and processing 
what you are going 
through.  Everyone here in 
the International Student 
Programs office is here for 
you, so come by and see us!   

By 

Weili Lin 

A Semester In Fast Foreword 
      Wow, this semester has 
flown by so fast, but it has 
definitely been memorable. 
We've been to the beach, the 
Getty, Universal Studios, had 
International Culture Day, and 
are awaiting the mall trip!  
Through these events and 
times with groups of students, 
I've been able to get to know 
each international student 

more closely. So, I'd like to 
say thanks this year to each 
of you for wholeheartedly 
jumping into all the activi-
ties, as well as learning the 
culture and language at the 
same time. For those stu-
dents preparing to graduate, 
congratulations on all your 
hard work and may your 
future be successful. I hope 

your experience at HIU has 
been exciting and memora-
ble. Most of all, I pray that it 
has strengthened your faith 
experience with Christ.    
May God Bless You and 
Keep You,                       
Michelle Arnts                   
Co-Editor             
American Friend Coordinator                               
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     When youôre in another culture 
that is not your own, your mind 
never rests. As many of you know, I 
spent last semester in Tacna, Peru. 
Although overall I had a great time, 
daily life was challenging! 

     I regret to admit that many of 
the lessons I learned in Peru I 
quickly forgot as soon as I returned 
to the States. What I am attempting 
to remember, I wish to share with 
all my friends at Hopeðand that is 
an appreciation for the hard work 
international students put into sim-
ply making it through each day 
here. 

     While we locals donôt think 
twice about how to greet a friend 
between classes, how to approach a 
teacher when weôre confused, how 
to prepare for a quiz, or how to get 
anywhere farther than the 99 Cent 
Store, these are just a few of the 
things international students may 
worry about daily.  Not to mention 
the language barrier! Even if weôre 
impressed with their English skills, 
many still do not feel confident. 

   I would like to give a few words of 
encouragement and advice. Interna-

tional students are amazing! Thanks for 
risking your comfort to be here with us! 

    And Americans, if you havenôt al-
ready, spend time getting to know our 
international brothers and sisters. If you 
have the opportunity to take any inter-
national friend off campus, DO IT! 
They would LOVE that. As lovely as it 
may be, we donôt want them going 
home thinking of the U.S. only in terms 
of Hopeôs campus. 

 

spective of thinking. I thank 
God for Hope International 
University's community for creat-
ing a home away from home for 
me.  

  

  

Home Away From Home 
Being at Hope International  

University has been of great  

impact on my life. It is an eye- 
opening opportunity because  it 
gives me the chance to interact 
with people  from different cul-
tures. This  has broadened my per-
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Everyday Life  

Hope To The World 

Isaac Yoo 

Meet The Students ! 

Name: Janey 

Major: Industrial De-
sign 

Occupational Goal: 
Designer 

Favorite American 
Food: Everything 

Favorite Thing to do at Hope: Pool 

First Thing I will do when I return 
to Korea:  Hang out with Friends 

ò...if you havenõt already, spend 

time getting to know our 

international brothers and 

sisters.ó  

 
By Sebastian Mailu, Kenya 

Name: Sun Myung Yoo (Isaac) 

Major: Computer Engineering 

Occupational Goal: Computer Pro-
grammer  

Favorite American Food: Scram-
bled eggs  

Favorite Thing to do at Hope: 
Events 

First Thing I will do when I re-
turn to Korea: Be with friends 

Stephanie Schick 

Co-Editor 

American Friend 



 

     Let me introduce myself.  Although 
my Korean name is Jihye (Wisdom), my 
American friends here at HIU call me 
Aimee.   

     In January 2007, I went to Mum-
dai, Goa, and Pune in India for a 
month; the following year, in January 
2008, I went to Xian and Beijing in 
China in 2008; in September of the 
same year I went to Uzbekistan for 10 
days; and in July of 2009 I went to 
China again. These four evangelical 
trips were crucial factors that trans-
formed my idea of the purpose God 
has for my life.  

     While preparing the funds, I was 
able to know God more, who is the 
owner of my finances. Also, in Uzbeki-
stan, seeing the gap in wealth between 
nations challenged me to desire to 
make more fundamental solutions to 
social systems. I have a dream to be a 

policy analyst who works for policy 
analysis and evaluation in interna-
tional settings.  After coming back 
from China, I met professor Yoon who 
is in charge of the exchange program 
in Myongji University. From him, I 
learned the basic skills of the field re-
lated to policy analysis and evaluation. 

     Here at Hope, three months have 
passed like a shooting arrow. Two-
thirds of the semester is also done. 
Sometimes I still feel the culture 
shock, but at the same time I have 
enjoyed cultural diversity a lot. With 
Jackie, from Kenya, I went to a Kenyan 
restaurant and ate Ugali and their ex-
otic food. I am now learning Spanish 
from Mirna and tried El Salvador tra-
ditional dance at her uncleôs birthday 
party. In school, I have had a chance 
to learn English by acting in the Intro-
duction to Drama class. In Korea, lec-
ture is the common way for professors 

to deliver their knowledge. Therefore, 
the student-centered class with small 
groups is so awesome and joyful for 
me.  

     My name, Aimee, can be divided 
into two parts: Aim and ee. The first 
part, Aim, is a synonym of mission; 
and the next part ee is a suffix that 
means receiver. Now I am known as 
Aimee, I am now living for the mission 
of God; to glorify God and to live as a 
light and salt in this world. On the way 
to my goal, to be a policy analyst, I am 
sure this time will be the training 
ground for me to achieve it. Nothing is 
impossible, and he has always been 
good no matter what circumstances I 
have encountered in my life. So, I am 
not going to stop pleasing Him and 
honoring Him throughout my life. 

By Jihye (Aimee), South Korea  

am still learning how to interact with 
different people from all over the 
world. It is a blessing to be a member 
of HIU. 

     What I love most about Hope is 
attending chapel every Thursday. I 
also love the interaction and relation-
ship between professors and students. 
It is amazing how they freely interact 
with each other. 

     My name is Judy Nzeki and I am a 
freshman here at Hope. My major is 
Psychology and I really love it! Com-
ing to study at Hope is more than a 
dream come true. It has given me the 
opportunity to gain more knowledge 
and learn about different cultures. 

     HIU has created a spiritual envi-
ronment for me to grow and know 
more about God. I have learned and I 

God bless Hope International Uni-
versity. 

By Judy Nzeki, 
Kenya 

Mission Receiver 

Dream Come True Through HIU  

 

òI am now living for the mission from God, to glorify God and to 

live as a light and salt in this world.ó 
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depressed because of being separated 
from those things which are familiar 
to me. Although I have difficulties 
emotionally and from living here, I 
think Iôm doing well because of my 
God, my roommates and my good 
friendsðthose whom are there for me. 

By Gahee 
Woo 

 

                

______________________________ 

     No way! For Korean students, it is 
hard to speak English all the time. 
The DSU, MWU, and MJU students 
came here to learn English and study 
in the ESL and undergraduate pro-
gram. During the 3 months they have 
been here, they have had lots of 
homework and pressure from immer-

had a great time during each visit. They 
showed me their culture there when we 
are hanging out. I also explained my 
culture and my stories. Plus, Iôm now 
learning Spanish from Brenda and Iôm 
teaching her Korean for Language Ac-
quisition class, and Iôm having a fun 
time with it. It was strange because 
Brenda and I happen to have two 
classes together.  

     I prayed to God for my roommates 
before I came here. In Korea, I lived in 
the dormitory because my hometown 
was far from my college. From those 
experiences, I knew what it would be 
like if my roommates and I could not 
get along. Now, it turned out that God 
listened to me and let me have the best 
roommates. I am really happy to have 
them as my roommates and as my 
friends.                            

     Of course, I miss my family, rela-
tives, friends, food, and my sweet home. 
Sometimes, I feel like crying and I feel 

sion in English, causing them to be 
stressed-out. Korean students desire to 
improve their English skills quickly, 
however, it takes time, maybe more 
than 6 months. Learning another lan-
guages is a step-by-step processes, like a 
baby learning to walk or speak. This is 
normal for learning other languages.  Be 
patient with English!  

     I recommend that if you are a short-
term study abroad students, do not be 
impatient about English, enjoy Ameri-
can life: learn about American culture 
and gain experiences while you are here. 
Cultural experiences are important to 
understanding other languages, people, 
and their culture, so your experience in 
America might lead you into other parts 
of the world in the future.  

Cont on pg 5 stress-out with English 
and DO NOT tear out your hair!  

     Itôs been almost three 
months since I came here to the 
United States. For three 
months, I had both good and 
bad experiences. Everything was 
new to me when I arrived at the 
LAX airport. I hadnôt seen so 
many western people in Korea, 
and it was even enjoyable for me 
to stare at them secretly.  

     When I arrived at school, I 
was shocked at finding so many 
dead cockroaches in my room. 
Those creatures are the worst. I 
faced my fear toward these 
creepy creatures, and I cleaned 
them up. It was the worst thing 
ever, and I donôt want to do it 
again. After one or two days, I 
met my roommates, and I did 
not know how to say hi to them. 
One of them hugged me, and I 
hugged them, yet I was so 
shocked. In Korea, we donôt hug 
each other usually. So, when I  

found some boys and girls 
hugged each other, I thought 
they were seeing each other, but 
it turned out they were just 
friends.  

     For one week before classes 
started, I tried to mingle with 
other students at events. It was 
really hard for me because Kore-
ans usually do not talk to strang-
ers. It was strange to me at first, 
and I did not know how to talk 
to strangers naturally. Unfortu-
nately, as time passed, my ac-
quaintances turned into strang-
ers again. I really wanted to be-
come close to all of them, but I  

Gaheeôs Story did not know how. I had 
ideas that they would not like 
me if I do this and if I do 
that, so I did not know how 
to get to know them. Even 
now, although my heart is 
always open to them, Iôm hav-
ing a little bit of a hard time 
saying hi when I meet class-
mates outside of classes.  

     Also, taking classes in Eng-
lish started to become one of 
my burdens. It is totally differ-
ent taking classes in English, 
which, for me, is a foreign 
language. I could not under-
stand the professorsô jokes  

well, and it was hard to catch 
up even half of it if I focused 
on it really hard. Still, Iôm hav-
ing difficult times, but I try to 
catch up. Since classmates help 
me if I ask questions, and pro-
fessors are always willing to 
help me out, I can still be in 
this school.  

     As for roommates, I have 
the best roommates in this 
school (at least for me). Mirna 
and Brenda are always open to 
me and always try to help me. 
Iôm having such a great time 
because of them. I went to 
their hometown twice, and I 

Gaheeôs Story Cont. Tearing Your Hair Out From 
Speaking English?? Cont. 

 

Tearing Your Hair Out 
From Speaking English?? 
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Name: Emily 

Major: Management 

Occupational Goal: Teacher 

Favorite American Food: Everything  

Favorite Thing to do at Hope: Maybe 
the  pool 

First Thing I will do when I return 
to Korea: 

Hang out with my Friends 

Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Your Address Line 4 

Name: Jong Suk Lee (Daniel) 

Major: Architecture Design 

Occupational Goal: Architect  

Favorite American Food: Cheese  

Favorite Things at Hope: The pool 
and Americans 

The Best Part of being in 
America: Freedom 

 
Name: Haneol Lee 

Major: Mechanical  

School Attending Back Home: 
Dong-Seo University 

Occupational Goal: Inventor  

Favorite American Food: Pizza  

Favorite Part of Hope: Meeting 
kind students 

First Thing I will do when I return 
to Korea: 

Eat and drink with family and friends 

Name: Seon-Mi Jin 

Major: Course of Dramatics  

Favorite American Food: Soup  

Favorite Thing to do at Hope: Pool 

Best Place Visited in the U.S.: 
Redondo  

Favorite Part of America: Education 
system 

First Thing I will do when I return 
to Korea: Visit the seaside 

Tear Your Hair Out Cont. 
DO NOT stress-out with English and 
DO NOT tear out your hair!  
                                             
   By Bess Kim 
 

We hope you enjoyed this edition of Hope To The 
World. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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